Tampa police detective Jetry Payton shows onlookers a
picture of a woman, later identified as Loretta Vann of
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Police officers take notes as they survey the area where a body was found.
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viction on a Seplember 1882 charge of offering to com-
mit prostitution.

Although Vann's head appeared io be wounded, the
cause of death will not be known until an autopsy is
performed, Cole gald.

dF'ﬂliﬂlll.d no suspects by Thursday afternoon. Cole
gaid.

Rooming house residents who found the body
fingged down a passing Tampa police patrol car at 7:19
a.m. Thursday, Cole said.

Vann wore only a pair of shoris, which were pulled
down slightly, Cole said.

Because there was no identification near the body,
police ai first did not know who she was

prints with those in police files, Cole said,

Residents sald about 15 people live in the rooming
house, a fwo-story Mediterranean bullding with green
stucco,

Across the street is the wood-frame New Hope Apos-
iolic Holiness Church and a half-block north are the
Ponce de Leon apartments.

Nonme of the rooming house residents reported hear-
ing any screams or a sculfie, Cole sald.

Beverly Long. whose second-floor room has a clear
view of Iind Street, sald she didn't see anything unusu-
al during the night.

“I'm ready to move,” sald tenant Valerie Anderson,
carrying her 2-year-old daughter. “['ve never seen any-
thing like this. I've got two girls and I never want any-
thing to happen to them.™

A member of Vann's family sald she was |asi seen
Wednesday night. walking up Z3nd Street (o her home

r TAMPA — The death of a pregnant 23-year-old

woman whose partially clad body was found Thursday
morning in & carport near the Ponce de Leon public
| housing project iz belng Investigated as a homicide,

Loretta Vann of 1832 Cano Court lived near a room-
ing house at 3007 N. 2ind S5t, where her body was
found lying in front of an old Chevrolet plckup truck in
the carport, sald Tampa police spokesman Steve Cole.
i Vann, the youngest of seven children, was several

M months pregnant, sald her mother Lula, who learned of
| ber daughter’s death Thursday afterncon after return-

“I'm in shock. I just don't belleve it" said Lula
Vann, “She was a sweet person who was good with

Loretta Vann was on five years probation for con-
viction of a February 1983 charge of uttering a forged
imstrument, which osually means passing a forged
check, police records showed. She also had received a
a  J0-day jall sentence and six months probation for con-
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