FDLE

Florida Department
of Law Enforcement

Medical Examiners Commission
Meeting

February 18, 2014

Bruce A. Hyma, M.D. *  Sheriff Rick Beseler + AngelaB. Corey, J.D. * Kenneth T. Jones
Robert J. Krauss, J.D. * James S. Purdy, J.D. + Robin Giddens Sheppard, L.F.D.
Stephen J. Nelson, M.A., M.D. + Carol Whitmore




MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION

Stephen J. Nelson, MLA., M.
District 10 Medical Examiner

1021 Jim Keene Boulevard

Winter Haven, Florida 33880

(863) 298-4600

FAX; (863) 298-5264

email: StephenNelson@poll-county.net
First Term: 2/13/2014-7/1/2016

Honorable Rick Beseler

Sheriff, Clay County

Post Office Box 548

Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
(904)-213-6001

FAX: {904) 284-0710

email: sheriffbeseler(@claysheriff-.com
First Term: 8/15/2013-7/1/2017

Robin Giddens Sheppard, L.F.D.

Vice President/Funeral Director
Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes

729 Edgewood Avenue South

Jacksonville, Florida 32205

{(904) 388-2711

FAX: (904) 388-4427

email: robin.sheppard@dignitymemorial.com
First Term: 8/15/2013-7/1/2016

Kenneth T, Jones

Deputy State Registrar/Burean Chief
Bureau of Vital Statistics

Post Office Box 210

Jacksonville, Florida 32231

(904) 359-6900 xt. 1001

FAX: (904) 359-6931

email: Ken.Jones@flhealth.gov
Term: Not applicable

Medical Examiners Commission
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
2331 Phillips Road {32308)

Post Office Box 1489
Tallahassee, Florida 32302
(850) 410-8600
FAX: (850) 410-8621

Bruce A. Hyma, M.D.

Chairman

District 11 Medical Examiner
Number One on Bob Hope Road

Miami, Florida 33136-1133

(305) 545-2425
FAX: (305) 545-2412

emalil: bahyma@miamidade.gov
Second Term: 8/18/2011-7/1/2015

STAFF

Honorable James 8. Purdy, J.I.
Public Defender, 7th Judicial Circuit
251 North Ridgewood Avenue
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114
(386) 239-7730

FAX: (386) 239-7702

email: purdy james@pd7.org

Partial Term: 10/2/2008-6/30/2009
First Term: 8/15/2013-7/1/2017

Robert J. Krauss, J.D.

Chief - Assistant Attorney General
Burcau Chief, Tampa Criminal Appeals
3507 East Frontage Road, Suite 200
Tampa, Florida 33607-7013

(813) 287-7900

FAX: (813) 281-5500

email: bob krauss@myfloridalegal.com
Term: Not applicable

Honorable Angela B. Corey

State Attorney, Fourth Judicial Circuit
Courthouse Annex, 14th Floor

220 East Bay Street

Jacksonville, Florida 32202

(904) 630-7075

FAX: (904) 630-2938

emctil: acorey@cof.net

First Term: 8/18/2011-7/1/2015

Carol Whitmore

Manatee County Commission

Board of County Commissioners

Post Office Box 1000

Bradenton, Florida 34206-1000

(941) 745-3704

FAX: (941) 745-3790

email: carol whitmore[@mymanatee.org
First Term: 8/15/2013-7/1/2017

Staff Director Margaret Edwards (410-8600)
margaretedwards@fdle.state fl.us

Government Analyst 11 Doug Culbertson (410-8609)

dougeculberison@file state flus

Research & Training Specialist Danielle Santiago (410-8608)

daniellesantiago@ydle. state fl.us

Administrative Assistant Debbie Turvaville (410-8610)

debbieturvavillei@ydie. state fl.us

21314




District 1
Andrea N. Minyard, M.D.
3151 North 9th Avenue
Pensacola, Florida 32504
Dir of Ops Jeff Martin
(850) 416-7200

FAX: {850) 416-6475
e-mail: anminyard@nol.com

District 2
David T. Stewart, M.D.
Post Office Box 14389
Tallahassee, Florida 32317
Forensic Supervisor Tiffany Poston
(850) 942-7473
FAX: {850) 219-7690
meZ@icwebpathology.com

District 3
Dixie Co. ME Service by Dt. 8
Madison, Lafayette & Suwannee
Co.'s ME Service by Dt. 2
Remaining Co.'s ME Service by Dt. 4

District 4
Valerie J. Rao, M.D.
2100 Jefferson Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32206
Operations Mgr Kim Bynum
{904) 255-4000
FAX: {(904) 630-0964
e-mail: kbynumgcoj.net

District 5
Barbara C. Wolf, M. D.
809 Pine Street
Leeshurg, Florida 34748
Dir of Ops Lindsey Bayer
(352) 326-5961
FAX: {352) 365-6438
e-mail: Lindsey. Bayer@narioncounty fl.ory

District 6
Jon R. Thogmartin, M.D.
10900 Ulmerton Road
Largo, Fiorida 33778
Chief Inv Damon Breton
{727) 582-6800
FAX: (727) 582-6820
e-mail: dbreton@po.pinellas. flus

District 7 (Home Rule)
Marie A. Herrmann, M.D.
1360 Indian Lake Road
Daytona Beach, FL. 32124-1001
Interim Dir of Ops Lindsey Crim
[386) 258-4060
FAX: (386) 258-4061
e-mail: Ierim(@yolusia.org

District 8
Williarm F. Hamilton, M.D.
606 5.W. 3rd Avenue
Gainesville, Florida 32601
Dir of Inv Cathy Welden
(352) 273-9292
FAX: (352) 273-9288
e-mail; weldonc@pathology.ufl edu

FLORIDA DISTRICT MEDICAL EXAMINERS

District 9
Jan C. Garavaglia, M.D.
2350 East Michigan Street
Orlando, Florida 32806
Forensic Coord. Sheri Blanton
[407) 836-9400
FAX:(407) 836-9450
e-mail: Sheri. Blanton@ocfl.net

District 10
Stephen J. Nelson, M.A., M.D.
1021 Jim Keene Boulevard
Winter Haven, Florida 33880
Ofc Mgr Sheli Wilson
{863) 298-4600
FAX:(863) 298-5264
e-mail: StephenNelson@polk-county.net

District 11 {Home Rule)
Bruce A. Hyma, M.D.
Numhber One on Bob Hope Road
Miami, Florida 33136-1133
Dir of Ops Larry Cameron
(305) 545-2400
FAX: {305) 545-2412
e-mail; BAHyma@MiamiDade, gov

District 12
Russell 8. Vega, M.D.
2001 Siesta Drive, Suite 302
Sarasota, Florida 34239
Dir of Ops David Winterhalter
{941) 361-6909
FAX: (941) 361-6914
email: rvega@fldist12me.com

District 13 (Home Rule)
Mary K. Mainland, M.D.
11025 North 46th Street
Tampa, Florida 33617
Dir of Ops Richard L. Bailey
(813) 914-4500
FAX: (813) 914-4594
email; mainiandm@hillshoraughcounty. org

District 14
Michael Hunter, M.D.
3737 Frankford Avenue
Panama City, Florida 32405
ME Secretary June Williams
(850) 747-5740
FAX: (830) 747-5745
e-mail: medex@baycountyfl.gov

District 15 (Home Rule)
Michael D, Bell, M.D.
3126 Gun Club Road
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406
Mgr MEQ Ops. Harold Ruslander
{561) 688-4575
FAX: (561) 688-4588
e-mail: mbell@pbegov.org

District 16
E. Hunt Scheuerman, M.D.
P.0O. Box 523207
Marathon Shores, Florida 33052
Administrator Patty A. Polivchak
{305) 743-9011
FAX: {305) 743-9013
e-mail: d16meo@xiol.com

Distriet 17 (Home Rule)
Craig Mallak, M.D.
5301 S.W. 31st Avenue
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33312
Div Admin Asst Sherri Baker
(954) 357-5200
FAX: (954) 327-6580
e-mail: cmallak@broward.org

District 18
Sajid 8. Qaiser, M.D.
1750 Cedar Street
Rockledge, Florida 32955
Interim Program Mgr Craig Engelson
(321) 633-1981
FAX: (321) 633-1986
e-mail: safid. qaiser@brevardcounty.us

District 19
Roger E. Mittleman, M.D.
2500 South 35th Street
Ft. Pierce, Florida 34981
Admin Mgr Christine Weekes
(772) 464-7378
FAX: (772) 464-2409
e-mail: cweekes@irse. edu

District 20
Marta U. Coburn, M.D.
3838 Domestic Avenue
Naples, Florida 34104
Ofc Mgr Elizabeth Alfonso Nunez
(239) 434-5020
FAX: (239) 434-5027
e-mail: naplesme(@d20me.net

District 21
Rebecca A. Hamilton, M.D.
70 South Danley Drive
Ft. Myers, Florida 33907
Admin Mgr Patti Wheaton
(239} 277-5020
FAX: (239) 277-5017
e-munil; pwheaton@leegov.com

District 22
Riazul H. Imami, M.D., Ph.D.
18130 Paulson Drive
Pt. Charlotte, Florida 33954
Office Mgr Penny Fulton
(941) 625-1111
FAX: (941) 627-0995
e-mail: ai786@uol.com

District 23
Predrag Bulic, M.D.
4501 Avenue A
St. Augustine, Florida 32095
Operations Director Koni Rogers
{904) 209-0820
FAX: (800) 255-8617
e-mail: medex23@sjcfl.us

District 24
Marie A. Herrmann, M.D.
1360 Indian Lake Road
Daytona Beach, FL. 32124-1001
Interim Dvir of Ops Lindsey Crim
[386) 258-4060
FAX: (386) 258-4061
e-mail: lerimppolusic. org

February 13, 2014




Ly SlOUILIDG
Aq paisAoD, ¥T 10ISIQ
suyor 318
weund
NET[s=TH]

€2 PWSsIa
epoleyYD

Z¢ wusia
297

AlpuaH
SOPED
1Z2PWsia
1911|109

0z PUIsia
alon 18
29q0Y2930)
ey

JBAY UelpU|
61 msIq
pleasig

8l 30Ms1g

premolg

L1 Rnsig

20JUON

91 WwMsIa

yoeag wied

g1 Pmsg

uoibuiysepn
uosxoer
saWw|oH
o
unoyiesn
Aeg

¥l o8
ybnoJlogs|iiH
€1 msia
eloseles
oleuep
c1082Qq
zZ1Pmsia
apeq-lweIy
11 30ms1g
Hlod
spuelybiH
aspleH

01 JoIIsIq
B|08080)
abuein
(XS]
uolun
Ana
1SHYIID
piojpelg
layeqg
enyoely
8omIsIq
BISN|OA
Z3P8Ig

se|auld
oosed
91919810
lajwng
uclep]
aMeq
opueulsH
SN
53981
nesseN
[BAnQ

fen

¥ omsia
7. 92UUBMNG
Z UOSIpEIN
2. SafeleT
{, UOY|IeH
8. aix1q

. BIQUINI0D
Ag pasonog, T PIHSIA
B||NYBA
lojfe )
Auegy
uos
uosisjysr
uapspen
uIpjues 4

Z pusia
Ucliepn
SOy BIUES
BSO0IEND
Elquieossd
EETTTESTa]

$}o1]SIg Joulwexs [edIpaN epliojd




FARIBNO? $5043 Jof Jusunnadde Aiepuodas sajeipuy | )

(£ *¥10 AQ P213AGT SSIIAIB5 FW)
¥Z 1PUBId

{"Q"W ‘Ulge *d ¥2uapald)
{(-a'w “4syBeqen T ui)

£Z PHEG

{'Q'W “eBap 'S 119ssny)

(a'w “jeqog-Aan Y auuezng)
(-g'w “ZNnyas -3 18meq)

{"@"W “r ‘p4essnoig "y UOSIM)
7T PUTIA

(a'w ‘uewnys 1 yew)
{"0°yd “*a"w ‘lwew| ‘Y \nzen)
(*q "W ‘winqod ' elew)
(q-w ‘sadiog ' paijuew)
Q"W ‘PI3US LAJOPUIM

QW “JeaBzield Yeqoy

LZ U1

(*@'w “Uewnys r ydew)
("a'w ‘ma7 "0 eww3)

(*Q'w “ewdy v sonig)
"W ‘SUlY2INH *a Yyiauuay)
(-g'w "uonuuey v eI3G3Y)
{*a'w ‘aldsaqo v 13:12d)
{:0°q ‘uosjaxy "y usn)
Q"W Jr ‘sadicg paljuey
07 PLEIG

("Q'W ‘uewnys -1 yiew)
("qw “4ss1ED “5 pifes)
("a'w ‘pyselpod JoizsAzin)
€a'w ‘uosiaN ‘T uayd=s)
(a™w ‘2130w "M preyuiay)
(*@"w ‘218N[ "W apruyag)
{Q'W ‘SUIY2INH "q Ysuuay)
("a'W “UIGoH d Wauapaly)
(-a'w ‘weyess "W pems)
("a'w “N3g "a 13ey3w)
{"0"q ‘uosjaxy -y usio)
"OW UBNG Yshy epuly

(AR TN

QW “UewWwaIIw '3 4980Y)
‘a'w ‘Diselpod JoizsAziy
2} PLsg

{*@'w ‘eAueyez pews)
(a'w ‘sweniz “m Haqy)
("a-w ‘ueunyg T y1ew)
{"a'w ‘afipey Aer)

Q"W “UBN.Q Ysny epur)
("g'w *oeBeN ueLig)

("W ‘3190 "M pIRyu1SY)
(*Qw ‘siylew ulwelusg)
(*g'W ‘ma1 "0 eww3)
("Q'W ‘23sN[" "W apnuLac)
(*Q'w ‘uosuyor eueq)
(-@'W “eWAH "y sang)
{"0'W ‘suyaIny y1suusy)
("g'w *audsan -y 483ad)
{*Q'W ‘aufo’y sewoy])
("a'w “Neg "d @eyatw)
{0 q ‘uosiaxy “y ua)
AW Sfepdesm ey

'a'Ud QW ‘ey184L udeg
‘AW ISNeqyIRIS o 19BN
“0°W ‘liednogoey Badaqay
"a'ud "Q'w ‘exlog "9 Unoj
1 piEsid

(-q'w “edueyez peuns)
Q"W “swelim "M HaqLy)
("0’q ‘yons ¥ Apuam)
(g-w ‘uewnys 7 ew)
(*Q'w “aipey Aer)

(*a'w ‘oedey ueug)

(*@w ‘siyiew upwelusg)
(*gw “ma7 "0 eww)
{"a-w ‘wosuyor eueq)
{*a'w ‘ewAH v 2onuq)
("@'W ‘suwIng “q Ylauusy)
{*a'w ‘suko?) sewoy )

91 Pmsig

{*a'w ‘eAumyez pewia)
("QW “SWeNIM "M HIqIY)
("Q"W “Hepaes 1eyy)

(*a"W ‘By12.1 uLieq)

("QW “Henegpals Peyw)
("a"W ‘Uewnys "1 yew)
("Q°W ‘@j1pey Aer)

("0'W ‘1N, "o epul)
(-a'w “oeSey vepg)

(g ‘uewsny 3 1280y)
{*a'w ‘siuiew unweluag)
(*a’r “'a'w Henew *L slesd)
{-a'w “eSnogoew eadaqay)
("0'w ‘ma7 "0 rww3)

{*a'w ‘uosuyor eueq)

("a'w ‘ewiy "y 20m19)
(*Q'W ‘SUlY2Iny "q Yauusy)
("Q'w ‘weyein "w uems)
(a'w ‘edssng v 1a13g)
{*q'w ‘aufo? sewoy])
(*a'ud 'qQ'w ‘oxiog *9 Lnoj)
Q"W ‘INOW "M pleyulay
QW PISNT "W 2pnIag
"0°qQ ‘uosiExy U219

g Psg

("a'w “uRwWnYS "1 EW)
{"a"W ‘pleAuw "N BaIpuy}
[T

(0@ ‘Z2mopA7 “H eleg)
(@'W ‘oA “A BIBA
("a-w ‘ucsisN T usydais)
Q"W “dieH °S ene

QW ‘s13A3Q "D A9
“ATW “DISMDIS01Y7Y) HEZSS
QW ‘RISl T4 R1aoIEY
AW “BIIABRQY "4 Bl
R

(SEaW ‘meys ] a1Ay)
(*a"w ‘Znnyas 7 12tueq)
{*a'w ‘selEzie)d "y 1aqoy)
Q"W “uIQoH "d YoLepald)
{"a"w e 5 eane)

"W “eqog-A311 Y suuezng

‘Q'W ‘pJesSNaUg Ty UOS)LM
(AR

("a'W “fepem ey
("g'uq “q'w |11 uLeq)
(0'W “19negy3315 12BYIIW)

‘a'w n_._m_b._m:v_._um juny “3
(@'w “MENO g =PUL)
(@' “91I0W "M PIRYUIAY)
(*a"w “Henew Be.))

(*a'w ‘nEBnogoew e223q3y)
("Q'w *335nT ‘W apNILIa0)
("qw ‘audsann v 1a134)
{"Q"W ‘uingo) eyEw)
(-g'w ‘safiog payjuew)
["qud “a'w ‘oyiog "o unoj}
(*a'w 1129 "a13ey31w}
(0" ‘uesaxy ux19)

QW “eALeyey peuny
AW SWENIIM ] M1V
QW fUeLINyS *p ey
QW “JRUAS HoAD eag
‘a'W ‘ax1pey Aer

‘g'W ‘oeGeN uellg

arw Ssiuew uiwelusg
AW ‘maT 0wy

"W ‘uosuyor eueq

QW ‘SUYINH " Yasuuay
"0'W ‘2UA07) SeWoy |

Tr puEl

(-a'w “Nom " eiequeg)
(*a'w ‘uosim "I 42ydoisLiyd)
{"a'w ‘upewsoyl Y uop)
(saaw ‘meys *3 3jAy)
{"Q"'w ‘ewed "y 190N)
{*q'w ‘'uewanuy 3 J250y)
(*g'w ‘1ZzaAe Apuapm)
[-Q"w “ZIny -q aukepm}
Q"W “o13eud| '§ uesns)
AW YAUIOA BIDA

‘a'w ‘12pta "q @bJosg

01 PUEIG

SUINIWYXI TYDIAIW ZLVID0SSY vAI¥MOT

("a°W ‘hom eegleg)
{*a"W “PIUeA RI3A)
("0"W ‘meys 214y)

(*a"w ‘Jesiedy pifes)
{"Q"w ‘uosieN T uaydas)
{*a'w “3p1a1 "q 280a0)
("a'w ‘1zzane] Apuam}
(-a'w “uaBay “A ennr}
0°Q ‘DIMOPAZ H edrS
QW N " Aen

‘4w ‘Aueydsis *q enysor
‘Q'W ‘udsueH 'H auew

& Pl

(*a"'w “Nom "3 elequeq)
(-a'w ‘unrewsoy) -y uor)
(*a'W ‘Yoa3s 'y Apusm)
(-a'w ‘meys 31hx)

(*a'w ‘oey T aLeA)
{*@"w ‘NISer|02IN uenRIny)
(*a'w ‘uos|aN "1 uaydais)
(-a-w ‘uewainy '3 1adoy)
("a'w “1zzase] 'y Apusm)
{"Q°w ‘sayg *J Aussar)
{*a'w “onng Seupaid)

‘a'w ‘supjdoH uAjoe)
QW ‘ung T eyuew

g PHBE

"arw “4ayBenes Tl
FREINET

("W ‘oM D erequeg)
("W ‘URILICA 237}

("g'W ‘eBap 'S n1assny)
("a'w Sfegog-A213n "y SuuRZNg)
(sagw ‘Meys "D A)4H)
("a'w ‘JeiBziejd "o Heqoy)
(*@"w ‘uesiaN 1 uaydang)
(*a'w ‘(Zzaae ¥ Apusm)
("W “pJessnoig -y uosiu)
QW DS || Jaydolsuy)
AW SIM "L 180G
QW “BUIEd Y 130N

'ATW ZINY Tq SUARM,

‘aw “D_um_._m_ g uesng

9 P13l

P10 "€l Awerugad  FnioaL3

(g'w “uosiyw "1 seydolsiayy)
(gw ‘upewdoy L uor)
{"aw ‘Aurydas ~q enysor)
(*d"w “ewied "y 130N)
(*a~w ‘ziny ~g sudem)
{*g'w ‘o1eus| -g uesns)
{*Q'w ‘supidoH "w uAoled)
(*@"W ‘uoaIWRY "4 WRLM)
(*Q'w “Hng ‘T =yHew)
SAgW ‘MBS D ARy

Q"W ‘1ZZaAeT v Apuam

S PUEIG

(Sgaw ‘meys "D 14y)

(*a'w ‘suijdoy ‘w ukjoled)
("W ‘uojjiweH "3 Wel L)
(-a"w “Hing "1 eylew)

'0°Q ‘yous uuy Apuam
‘aTW ‘suoullg v Aanels
‘AW ‘NIsIL02IN URRINY
QW ‘ST "D alssaT

¥ PLEsg

¥ 1510 AQ #0138 5,07 Bululewsy
7 "3510 A @315 IW

5,00 8BULEBMNG B ‘3]1]aAe)eT ‘UosIpeW

8 "1510 43 331AI3S W "07 A1XIg
F DIE

'Q'w ‘ueds Jusyda)g

Q"W 234es usydals
Q"W 183N SURARH JaJeBiew
Q"W “BUURY "4 5aLBYD
QW “Asuoyew “d uyer
QW ‘suuey 7 Aler

‘a'w ‘uedeuue)d "W ES]
W HuerD  Auoyiuy

Z puEa

("Q"W ‘N5aRODIN URlEINY)
(*q'w “492uny 12RUILW)
(*0"'W ‘UIGOH 'd yoLiapaid)
{"Q"W ‘PIRsSSNO.g Y UOSILM)
{-qw Mg "a13=yaIW)

1 PHEd



AMENDED

MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION MEETING

Sawgrass Marriott
1000 PGA Tour Blvd
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida
February 18, 2014
10:00 AM

Opening Remarks
Introduction of Commission Members and Staff
Approval of Meeting Agenda and Minutes from previous Commission Meeting of December 6, 2013 TABA

ISSUE NUMBER

1. Informational Items:

*

Status Report: MEC Appointment

Status Report: District 4 Search Committee
Reappointment/Assessment Process for Districts 15, 16, 17,
18,19, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24

2013 Interim Drugs in Deceased Persons Report

2013 Annual Workload Report

Coverdell Grant

Bills Filed for the 2014 Legislative Session

2. Organ Procurement Organization Annual Report 2013

3. Data Quality Assurance Committee Update

4. The Effect of Florida's Prescription Drug Monitoring Program
on Oxycodone-Caused Mortality

5. Unidentified Deceased Initiative

6. Mass Fatality Plans

7. 2014 Educational Conference

8. Other Business

a. Request for Partnership with Florida Sheriff's Association

PRESENTER

Chairman
Angela Corey

Margaret Edwards

Danielle Santiago TAB B
Danielle Santiago

Danielle Santiago

Jim Martin TAB C
Larry Cochran, LifeQuest TABD

Russell S. Vega, M.D.

Chris Delcher
Doug Culbertsen
Chairman

Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.
or Lindsey Bayer

Chairman

Chairman



MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION MEETING
Saddlebrook
5700 Saddlebrook Way
Wesley Chapel, Florida
December 6, 2013
10:30 AM

Dr. Vega called the meeting of the Medical Examiners Commission to order at 10:30 AM at
Saddlebrook, in Wesley Chapel, Florida. He welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked
Commission members, staff, and audience members to introduce themselves.

Commission Members Present:

Russell S. Vega, M.D., District 12 Medicai Examiner

Robert J. Krauss, J.D., Chief Assistant Attorney General

Hon. James S. Purdy, J.D., Public Defender, 7" Judicial Circuit
Ken Jones, Deputy State Registrar, Department of Heailth

Robin Giddens Sheppard, L.F.D., Vice President/Funeral Director
Hon. Carol Whitmore, County Commissioner

Hon. Angela B. Corey, J.D., State Attorney, 4" Judicial Circuit

Commission Members Absent:

Bruce A. Hyma, M.D., District 11 Medical Examiner
Hon. Rick Beseler, Sheriff

FDLE/Commission Staff Present:

Margaret Edwards
Danielle Miller
Debbie Turvaville
Danielle Santiago

District Medical Examiners Present:

Barbara C. Wolf, M.D. (District 5)
Jon R. Thogmartin, M.D. (District 6)
Marta U. Coburn, M.D. (District 20)

Other District Personnel Present:

Dick Bailey (District 13)
Lindsey Bayer {District )
Dollett White (District 6)
Jeff Martin (District 1)

Guests Present:

Beth Withrow

Jon Crisler

Carrie Thomas
Chandler Brownlee
Kimberly Owens
Laurie Ripp

Doug Culbertson
Jim Martin
Vickie Gardner

Sajid S. Qaiser, M.D. (District 18)
Marie A. Herrmann, M.D. (District 7 & 24)
Stephen J. Nelson, M.A., M.D. (District 10}

Bill Peltan (District 6)
Chris Boden (District 7 & 24)
Brett Harding (District 5)

Larry Bedore
John Jensen
Rebecca Sayer
Cassy Morgan
Nick Waite
Lynetta Oxendyne



MEC Meeting Minutes
December 6, 2013

Page 2

A MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED, AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY FOR THE COMMISSION TO
APPROVE THE AGENDA.

A MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED, AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY FOR THE COMMISSION TO
APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 25, 2013, MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION
MEETING.

ISSUE NUMBER 1: INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Status Report — MEC Reappointment: Ms. Edwards reported that the term of District 12
Medical Examiner Russell Vega, M.D., one of two medical examiners on the MEC, expired on
July 1, 2012. All necessary paperwork relating to his reappoiniment was submitted to the
Governor's Appointment Office in August 2012. In November, the Governor's Appointment
Office requested additional names for consideration. Gubematorial Appointment applications
for District 5 Medical Examiner Barbara Wolif, M.D., and District 10 Medical Examiner Stephen
Nelson, M.D., M.A, have been submitted for consideration. Dr. Vega continues to serve
pending action by the Governor. Marta Coburn, M.D., indicated that the Florida Association of
Medical Examiners (FAME) would be preparing a letter to the Governor supporting the
appointment of any of these medical examiners.

Status Update — District 4 Search Committee: Ms. Corey reported that the Search Committee
was granted an extension of time for making their recommendation to the MEC. As of
December 6, 2013, five applications were received, and initial interviews were scheduled for
the week of December 9, 2013.

Status Update — Reappointment/Assessment Process for District 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
22 23, and 24: Ms. Edwards reported that surveys and assessments for districts 15 through
24 will be sent to the constituents of those districts in January 2014, to obtain feedback on the
quality of services provided by the medical examiners in those districts. The results will be
presented to the MEC at its second meeting in 2014.

Coverdell Grant: Ms. Miller reported that the deadline for budget amendments has passed,
and cautioned districts to refrain from spending money on amended items before the
amendments were approved. She requested that any unspent funds be returned as soon as
possible, and that the last day to spend funds and receive goods and services for the current
grant is March 31, 2014. Funds from the 2013 grant award will be made available in April
2014, and that the 2014 solicitation should also open in April.

2013 Annual Workload Report: Ms. Miller reported that the data submission deadline for the
2013 Annual Workload report is June 30, 2014. She reminded those in attendance that the
changes discussed at the previous MEC meeting, as well as the changes to be discussed at
this meeting, would only affect data for the 2014 Annual Workload Report. All data for the
2013 report should be the same as in the past.

District 17 Probable Cause Pane! Report: Dr. Vega reported that a complaint against District
17 Medical Examiner Craig Mallak, M.D., and Associate Medical Examiner louri Boiko, M.D.
was received in September. The case was presented before a Probable Cause Panel
comprised of District 12 Medical Examiner Russell S. Vega, M.D., Honorable Carol Whitmore,
Manatee County Commissioner, and Honorable James Purdy, Seventh Judicial Circuit Public
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Defender, on November 13, 2013. The panel discussed the complaint as well as documents
provided by District 17, and determined that the complaint was not legally sufficient. The
Probable Cause Panel Report is available upon request.

ISSUE NUMBER 2: House Bill 301, RELATING TO MEDICAL EXAMINERS

House Bill 301, which is sponsored by Representative Spano and co-sponsored by Reps. Baxley and
Roberson, was filed for consideration by the Florida Legislature in the 2014 session. The purpose of
this bill is to prohibit the medical examiner, or their respective counties, from charging a user fee for
any service. The primary objective of this bill is to prevent charging for cremation approvals. The
Commission objected to the term “user fees” that is used in the bill, noting that there are unintended
consequences for contract services provided by medical examiners. A suggestion was made to
modify the bill to institute a flat fee for cremation approvals, thus ensuring statewide consistency. Dr.
Nelson suggested surveying the districts to determine which districts directly charge cremation
approval fees as opposed to charging the county government. The Commission directed staff to
gather this information, and relay their concerns with the language to the bill sponsors.

ISSUE NUMBER 3: TRANSFER OF SERVICES FOR SUWANNEE COUNTY

Mr. Culbertson informed the Commission that in QOctober, staff was made aware of a request for
transfer of medical examiner coverage for Suwannee County from District 4 fo District 2. Suwannee
County is located in ME District 3, and prior to October, received medical examiner services from the
District 4 Medical Examiner's Office. The primary reason for the request was to reduce the travel
distance for the funeral homes in Suwannee County.

Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney Jeffrey Siegmeister and District 4 Medical Examiner Valerie Rao,
M.D., agreed to the transfer, and District 2 Medical Examiner David Stewart, M.D., agreed to accept
cases from Suwannee County with an effective date of November 1, 2013. Section 406.05, F.S.,
requires the MEC to establish ME districts; Rule 11G-5.002 designates the counties and ME districts
to which they are aligned. MEC approval is, therefore, required for any changes in service provision.

A MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, THAT THE COMMISSION
APPROVE THE TRANSFER OF SERVICES FOR SUWANNEE COUNTY FROM DISTRICT 4 TO
DISTRICT 2.

ISSUE NUMBER 4: DATA QUALITY ASSURANCE COMMITTEE

Dr. Vega readdressed the reporting of morphine in heroin deaths when the decedent was not taking
morphine independently. Similarly, reporting metabolites has been questioned unless they are taken
independent of the parent drug. As recommended at the September 2013, MEC meeting, Dr. Vega
will chair the QAC, and will appoint members to the committee. Dr. Vega will inform staff of the
progress of the appointments as they occur. The committee will assist with improvements in the
presentation of the data and will find a simplified approach for data review.
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ISSUE NUMBER 5: 2014 ANNUAL WORKLOAD REPORT AND HANDBOOK

Ms. Miller explained that the 2014 Annual Workload Report form has some changes that were put in
place with Dr. Wolf's help. The new form will be sent to all districts along with a handbook that will
contain example cases to highlight the changes. Changes in 2014 include simplified categories to
remove philosophical views on infant sleeping deaths. Ms. Miller stressed that data for the 2013
Annual Workload Report will be submitted using the older form, and that the new form will only be
used starting with the 2014 data. Dr. Woif suggested adding discussion of the 2014 Annual Workload
Report form to the FAME Business Meeting agenda as a reminder to the district medical examiner
offices of the coming changes.

ISSUE NUMBER 6: 2013 INTERIM DRUGS IN DECEASED PERSONS REPORT

Ms. Miller reminded everyone that data for the 2013 Interim Drugs in Deceased Persons Report is
due no later than December 31, 2013. She added that although the QAC Committee is still being
formed, data will be reviewed before publication for quality control purposes.

iISSUE NUMBER 7: UNIDENTIFIED DECEASED INITIATIVE

Mr. Culbertson informed the Commission and those in attendance that there was one success story
reported during the past quarter. Missing and Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse
(MEPIC) member Jan Henderson assisted in identifying the remains of an elderly man who had been
reported missing five years ago.

Districts were reminded of the importance of working with local law enforcement agencies in their
districts, and the tools that are available to help name the unidentified in their area, including new
technology available to forensic artists that will assist in rendering a more lifelike image of the
decedent.

ISSUE NUMBER 8: 2014 EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

District 5 Medical Examiner Barbara Wolf, M.D., informed the Commission she will be hosting the
41°T Annual Florida Association of Medical Examiners Educational Conference. The conference will
be held July 16-18, 2014 in Orando at the Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress. The room rate will be
$137.00 per night with the resort fee waived, and reduced self-parking fees. They are currently
selecting presenters for the conference.

ISSUE NUMBER 9: OTHER BUSINESS

Larry Bedore, Director of the Florida Emergency Mortuary Operations Response System (FEMORS),
reported that excavation of remains at the former Dozier School for Boys in Jackson County had
begun, and that FEMORS staff was on hand to provide support services. Two bodies were exhumed
in September, and 30 bodies were exhumed in October, with another session beginning the week of
December 9". All excavations must be completed by the summer of 2014. Mr. Bedore reiterated that
the purpose of the excavation was to identify bodies, not to determine a cause and manner of death.
Less than one dozen families have provided DNA samples to aid in identifications.
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Dr. Vega reported that Dean Smith, Medicolegal Death Investigator from the District 9 (Oriando) ME
Office, passed away on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2013 due to pancreatic cancer; he was 68 years old. Mr.
Smith worked at the District 9 Office for 30 years.

With no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at
11:55 AM.



Upcoming Deadlines

Annual Workload Report
¢ 2013 annual data are due by june 31, 2014
Coverdell Grant
¢ Funds for 2012 dishursement must be used by March 31, 2014
# Final reimbursement requests for 2012 grant must be submitted no later than
April 1, 2014
¢ Reimbursement requests for 2013 grant must be submitted after April 1, 2014
¢ Expectto see 2013 MOUs in March 2014
» Applications for 2014-2015 solicitations will be emailed in April 2014
Drugs in Deceased Reports
e 2013 Interim report will be released by the end of March 2014
* 2013 Annual report data should be submitted no later than June 31, 2014

If you have any questions, please contact Danielle Santiago at (850) 410-8608 or by email
daniellesantiago@fdle.state.fl.us

February 18, 2014 Medical Examiners Commission Meeting
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CS/HB 301 2014

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to medical examiners; amending s.

W NN

382.011, F.S.; clarifying the circumstances under

which a case must be referred to the district medical

o2

examiner for the determination of cause of death;

wn

& amending s. 406.06, F.S5.; oprohibiting user fees for
7 specified services; providing an effective date.

It Enacted by the Legislature of the &

W
]
m

1] Section 1. Subsection (1) of secticn 382.011, Florida

12 Statutes, is amended tc read:

13 382.011 Medical examiner determination of cause of death.—
14 (1) In the case of any death or fetal death involving the

15| circumstances due—+toecauseser conditions listed in s. 406.11(1)
16 49e—1, any death that occurred more than 12 months after the

17| decedent was last treated by a primary or attending physician as
18 defined in s. 382.008(3), or any death for which there is reason
191 to believe that the death may have been due to an unlawful act
20| or neglect, the funeral director or other persocn te whose

21 attention the death may come shall refer the case to the

22| district medical examiner of the county in which the death
23| occurred or the body was found for investigation and
24| determination of the cause of death.

25 Section Z. Subsection (3) of section 406.06, Florida

26 Statutes, is amended to read:
Page 10f 2
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CS8/HB 301 2014
27 406.06 District medical examiners; assoclates; suspension
28| of medical examiners.— 1
29 {3) District medical examiners and associate medical |
0 examiners shall be entitled te compensation and such reascnable
31| salary and fees as are estabiished by the board of county
32 commissioners in the respective districts; however, a medical

33| examiner cr a county may not charge a member cf the public or

34 any perscn licensed under chapter 497 a fee for an examination,

Lad
]

investigation, or autopsy performed pursuant to s, 406,11,

Lot
%

Secticn 3. This act shall take effect Octcber 1, 2014.
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