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MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION MEETING

Sandestin Golf & Beach Resort
9300 Emerald Coast Parkway West
Miramar Beach, Florida 32550
August 4, 2026, 10:00 AM CDT

Opening Remarks

Introduction of Commission Members and Staff

Approval of Meeting Agenda and Minutes from previous Commission Meeting of May 12, 2026

e Sunshine Law
ISSUE NUMBER

1. Informational Items:

ok W

Status Update: MEC Appointments and Reappointments
Status Update: DME Appointments and Reappointments
2025 Interim Drugs in Deceased Persons Report

2025 Annual Drugs in Deceased Persons Report

2025 Annual Workload Report

2026 Interim Drugs in Deceased Persons Report

2025 Coverdell Status Update

Unidentified Deceased Initiative
FDLE Forensic Update

Emerging Drugs

Other Business

Natalie Bielby, J.D.
PRESENTER

Ashley Bullard

Ashley Bullard

Megan Neel

Megan Neel

Megan Neel

Megan Neel

Ashley Williams

Ashley Bullard

Leigh Clark

Bruce A. Goldberger, Ph.D.

Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.

The next MEC Meeting will be October 27th at the World Equestrian Center in Ocala, FL.



MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION

Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.
Chairman

District 5/24 Medical Examiner

809 Pine Street
Leesburg, Florida 34748
(352) 326-5961
E: barbara.wolf@marioncountyfl.org
First Term: 8/7/2015-7/1/2019
Second Term: 2/10/2023 - 6/30/2023

Robin Giddens Sheppard, L.F.D.
Funeral Director/Vice President
Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes

4801 San Jose Boulevard

Jacksonville, Florida 32207

(904) 737-7171

E: Robin.Sheppard@dignitymemorial.com
First Term: 8/15/2013-7/1/2016
Second Term: 08/29/2018-07/01/2020
Third Term: 2/10/2023 - 6/30/2024

Mr. Kenneth T. Jones

State Registrar

Florida Department of Health
Bureau of Vital Statistics
Post Office Box 210
Jacksonville, Florida 32231
(904) 359-6900 ext. 1001

E: Ken.Jones@flhealth.gov
Term: Not Applicable

Honorable Amira Fox, J.D.

State Attorney

20th Judicial Circuit

PO Box 399

Fort Myers, Florida 33902

(239) 533-1100

email: afox@sao20.org

First Term: 2/10/2023 - 6/30/2023

Joshua Stephany, M.D.

District 9/25 Medical Examiner
2350 East Michigan Street
Orlando, Florida 32806

(407) 836-9400

email: joshua.stephany@ocfl.net
First Term: 2/10/2023 - 6/30/2024

STAFF

Medical Examiners Commission
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Post Office Box 1489
Tallahassee, Florida 32302
(850) 410-8600

Bureau Chief Brett Kirkland, Ph. D. Government Analyst II Megan Neel
(850) 410-8600 (850) 410-8664
brettkirkland@fdle.state.fl.us meganneel@fdle.state.fl.us

Manager II Ashley Bullard Government Analyst II Ashley Williams
(850) 410-8639 (850) 410-8609
AshleyBullard@fdle.state.fl.us ashleywilliams@fdle.state.fl.us

Honorable Charlie Cofer, J.D.

Public Defender, 4th Judicial Circuit
407 N. Laura Street

Jacksonville, Florida 32202

(904) 255-4673

E: ccofer@pd4.coj.net

First Term: 08/29/2018-07/01/2021
Second Term: 2/10/2023 - 6/30/2025

Brian Fernandes, J.D.

Chief Assistant Statewide Prosecutor

Office of the Attorney General

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 531
Tallahassee, FL 32399

850-414-3300

email: Brian.Fernandes@myfloridalegal.com
Term: Not Applicable

VACANT
County Commissioner

Honorable Robert "Bob" Johnson
Sheriff

Santa Rosa County

5755 East Milton Road

Milton, Florida 32583

(850) 983-1100

email: rjohnson@srso.net

First Term: 2/10/2023 - 6/30/2025

Attorney Supervisor Natalie Bielby
(850) 410-7681
NatalieBielby@fdle.state.fl.us

Updated August 5, 2025
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FLORIDA DISTRICT MEDICAL EXAMINERS

District 1

Deanna Oleske, M.D.

Interim Medical Examiner

2114 Airport Blvd. Suite 1450
Pensacola, Florida 32504
Director of Operations Chrissy Nieten
(850) 490-0025

FAX: (850) 285-0774

e-mail: cnieten@d I meo.org

District 2

Thomas M. Coyne, M.D., Ph.D
Interim Medical Examiner

560 Leonard Gray Way
Tallahassee, Florida 32304

Director of Operations Ricardo Camacho
(850) 606-6600

FAX: (850) 606-6601

e-mail: rcamacho@Dist2ME.org

District 3
Dixie Co.
ME Services Provided by District 8
Lafayette, Madison & Suwannee Co.
ME Services Provided by District 2
Columbia & Hamilton Co.
ME Services Provided by District 4

District 4

B. Robert Pietak, M.D.

Interim Medical Examiner

2100 Jefferson Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32206
Director of Operations Tim Crutchfield
(904) 255-4000

FAX: (904) 630-0964

e-mail: meoadmin(@coj.net

District 5

Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.

809 Pine Street

Leesburg, Florida 34748
Director of Operations Lindsey Bayer
(352) 326-5961

FAX: (352) 365-6438

e-mail: Lindsey.Bayer@marionfl.org

District 6

Jon R. Thogmartin, M.D.
10900 Ulmerton Road

Largo, Florida 33778

Chief Investigator Damon Breton
(727) 582-6800

FAX: (727) 582-6820

e-mail: dbreton@co.pinellas.fl.us

District 7 (Home Rule)

James W. Fulcher, M.D.

3891 Tiger Bay Road

Daytona Beach, FL 32124-1001
Director of Operations Karla Orozco
(386) 258-4060

FAX: (386) 258-4061

e-mail: korozco@volusia.org

District 8

Milad Webb, M.D.

Interim Medical Examiner

3217 SW 47th Avenue

Gainesville, Florida 32608

Director of Operations Lauren Newbanks
(352) 273-9292

FAX: (352) 273-9288

District 9 (Home Rule)
Joshua D. Stephany, M.D.
2350 East Michigan Street
Orlando, Florida 32806
Program Manager Sheri Blanton
(407) 836-9400

FAX:(407) 836-9450

e-mail: Sheri. Blanton@ocfl.net

District 10

Stephen J. Nelson, M.A., M.D., F.C.A.P.
1021 Jim Keene Boulevard

Winter Haven, Florida 33880

Office Manager Sheli Wilson

(863) 298-4600

FAX:(863) 298-5264

e-mail: StephenNelson@polk-county.net

District 11 (Home Rule)

Benjamin Mathis, M.D.

Medical Examiner

Number One on Bob Hope Road

Miami, Florida 33136-1133

Director of Operations Edward Bermundez
(305) 545-2400

FAX: (305) 545-2412

e-mail: edward.bermundez@miamidade.gov

District 12

Russell S. Vega, M.D.

4510 Fruitville Road

Sarasota, Florida 34232

Director of Operations David Winterhalter
(941) 361-6909

FAX: (941) 361-6914

email: rvega@fldist] 2me.com

District 13 (Home Rule)

Carolina McEnnan, M.D.

11025 North 46th Street

Tampa, Florida 33617

Manager of Operations Harrison Cowan
(813) 914-4500

FAX: (813) 914-4594

email: McEnnanC@hcfl.gov

District 14

Jay Radtke, M.D.

3737 Frankford Avenue

Panama City, Florida 32405
Director of Operations Whit Majors
(850) 747-5740

FAX: (850) 747-5745

e-mail: wmajors@baycountyfl.gov

District 15 (Home Rule)
Catherine R. Miller, M.D.
Medical Examiner

3126 Gun Club Road

West Palm Beach, Florida 33406
Forensic Supervisor Ralph Saccone
(561) 688-4575

FAX: (561) 688-4588

e-mail: rsaccone@pbcgov.org

District 16

Michael Steckbauer, M.D.
Interim Medical Examiner
56639 Overseas Hwy

Marathon, Florida 33050

(305) 743-9011

FAX: (305) 743-9013

e-mail: meo@monroecounty-fl.gov

District 17 (Home Rule)

Rebecca MacDougall, M.D.

Medical Examiner

5301 S.W. 31st Avenue

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Chief of Investigative Services Thomas Steinkamp
(954) 357-5200

FAX: (954) 327-6580

e-mail: rmacdougall@broward.org

District 18

Sajid S. Qaiser, M.D.

1750 Cedar Street

Rockledge, Florida 32955

Program Manager Michael Szczepanski

(321) 633-1981

FAX: (321) 633-1986

e-mail: michael.szczepanski@brevardfl.gov

District 19

Patricia A. Aronica, M.D.

Interim Medical Examiner

2500 South 35th Street

Ft. Pierce, Florida 34981

Operations Manager Kimberly Loucks
(772) 464-7378

FAX: (772) 464-2409

e-mail: kimberly.loucks@stlucieco.gov

District 20

Marta U. Coburn, M.D.

3838 Domestic Avenue

Naples, Florida 34104

Adminsitrative Coordinator Michelle Correia
(239) 434-5020

FAX: (239) 434-5027

e-mail: naplesme@d20me.net

District 21

Rebecca A. Hamilton, M.D.

70 South Danley Drive

Ft. Myers, Florida 33907
Director of Operations Patti Wheaton
(239) 533-6339

FAX: (239) 277-5017

e-mail: pwheaton@leegov.com

District 22

Russell S. Vega, M.D.

Interim Medical Examiner
18130 Paulson Drive

Port Charlotte, Florida 33954
Director of Operations Penny Fulton
(941) 625-1111

FAX: (941) 627-0995

e-mail: pfulton@district 22me.com

District 23

Wendolyn Sneed, M.D.

Medical Examiner

4501 Avenue A

St. Augustine, Florida 32095
Forensic Operations Manager Kelly Boulos
(904) 209-0820

FAX: (800) 255-8617

e-mail: kboulos@sjcfl.us

District 24
Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.
ME Services Provided by District 5

District 25 (Home Rule)
Joshua D. Stephany, M.D.
ME Services Provided by District 9

April 3, 2026



District 1

Danielle R. Armstrong, D.O.
Lorraine Lopez-Morell, M.D.
Michael Pagacz, M.D.
(Wilson A. Broussard, M.D.)
(Thomas M. Coyne, M.D., Ph.D.)
(Jennifer Dierksen, M.D.)
(Emily R. Duncanson, M.D.)
(Lisa Flannagan, M.D.)
(James W. Fulcher, M.D.)
(Ami Murphy, D.O.)
(Maneesha Pandey, M.D.)
(Jay M. Radtke, M.D.)
(Brandy L. Shattuck, M.D.)
(Tiffany Sheganoski, D.O.)

District 2

(Lisa M. Flannagan, M.D.)
(Noel R. Agudo, M.D.)
(Natalia Belova, M.D.)
(Kailee Imperatore, M.D.)
(Andrew Koopmeiners, M.D.)
(Noel A. Palma, M.D.)

(Heidi Reinhard, M.D.)
(Sarah C. Thomas, M.D.)
(Jason R. Van Roo, M.D.)

District 3
Dixie Co.
ME Services Provided by District 8

Lafayette, Madison, & Suwannee Co.

ME Services Provided by District 2
Columbia & Hamilton Co.
ME Services Provided by District 4

District 4

Robert Buchsbaum, M.D., J.D.
Peter Gillespie, M.D.
Brittany L. Glad, D.O.

Sherry L. Jilinski, M.D.
Aurelian Nicolaescu, M.D.
Robert R. Pfalzgraf, M.D.
Jason R. Van Roo, M.D.

(Noel R. Agudo, M.D.)
(Danielle R. Armstrong, D.0.)
(Michael Bell, M.D.)

(Leszek Chrostowski, M.D.)
(lana Lesnikova, M.D.)
(Brandon M. Maveal, M.D.)
(Deanna A. Oleske, M.D.)
(Valerie J. Rao, M.D.)
(Sandra A. Siller, M.D.)
(Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.)

District 5

Tracey S. Corey, M.D.

Rachel A. Lange, M.D.
Chantel Njiwaji, M.D.

Tracy L. Shipe, D.O.

(Noel R. Agudo, M.D.)
(Michael Bell, M.D.)

(Thomas M. Coyne, M.D., Ph.D.)
(James W. Fulcher, M.D.)
(Susan S. Ignacio, M.D.)
(Kailee Imperatore, M.D.)
(Wayne D. Kurz, M.D.)
(Andrew Koopmeiners, M.D.)
(Stephen J. Nelson, M.D.)
(Aurelian Nicolaescu, M.D.)
(Noel A. Palma, M.D.)
(Joshua D. Stephany, M.D.)
(Jon Thogmartin, M.D.)
(Jason R. Van Roo, M.D.)

Effective July 23, 2026

FLORIDA ASSOCIATE MEDICAL EXAMINERS

District 6

Noel R. Agudo, M.D.

Susan S. Ignacio, M.D.

Kailee Imperatore, M.D.
Wayne D. Kurz, M.D.

Andrew Koopmeiners, M.D.
Noel A. Palma, M.D.

(Wilson A. Broussard, M.D.)
(Marcela Chiste, M.D.)
(Tracey S. Corey, M.D.)
(Thomas M. Coyne, M.D., Ph.D.)
(Rebecca A. Hamilton, M.D.)
(Rachel A. Lange, M.D.)
(Wendy A. Lavezzi, M.D.)
(Rebecca MacDougall, M.D.)
(Stephen J. Nelson, M.D.)
(Chantel Njiwaji, M.D.)
(Shanedelle S. Norford, M.D.)
(Mark J. Shuman, M.D.)
(Phoutthasone Thirakul, M.D.)
(Suzanne R. Utley-Bobak, M.D.)
(Russell S. Vega, M.D.)

(Vera V. Volnikh, M.D.)
(Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.)

District 7

Ruth Kohlmeier, M.D.

Mary G. Ripple, M.D.

(Noel R. Agudo, M.D.)
(Marcela Chiste, M.D.)
(Susan S. Ignacio, M.D.)
(Kailee Imperatore, M.D.)
(Wayne D. Kurz, M.D.)
(Rebecca MacDougall, M.D.)
(Shanedelle S. Norford, M.D.)
(Noel A. Palma, M.D.)

(Jon R. Thogmartin, M.D.)
(Lee Tormos, M.D.)

District 8

(Patricia Aronica, M.D.)
(Alexander Blank, M.D.)
(Brittany Glad, D.O.)

(Susan S. Ignacio, M.D.)
(Kailee Imperatore, M.D.)
(Andrew Koopmeiners, M.D.)
(Ryan D. McCormick, M.D.)
(Noel Palma, M.D.)

(Noah D. Reilly, D.O.)

District 9

Brooke Blake, M.D.

Joy Edegbe, M.D.

Marie H. Hansen, M.D.
Soren L. Jensen, D.O.
Jenaye L. Mack, M.D.
Sandra A. Siller, M.D.
Mariana Voudouri, M.D.
(Tracey S. Corey, M.D.)
(James Fulcher, M.D.)
(D. Fintan Garavan, M.D., Ph.D.)
(Julia V. Hegert, M.D.)
(Ruth Kohlmeier, M.D.)
(Rachel A. Lange, M.D.)
(Stephen J. Nelson, M.D.)
(Chantel Njiwaji, M.D.)
(Mary G. Ripple, M.D.)
(Tracy L. Shipe, D.O.)
(Sajid S. Qaiser, M.D.)
(Vera V. Volnikh, M.D.)
(Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.)

District 10

D. Fintan Garavan, M.D., Ph.D.
Vera V. Volnikh, M.D.
(Kelly G. Devers, M.D.)
(Susan S. Ignacio, M.D.)
(Wayne D. Kurz, M.D.)
(Wendy Lavezzi, M.D.)
(Ryan D. McCormick, M.D.)
(Daissy C. McEnnan, M.D.)
(Noel A. Palma, M.D.)
(Ashley R. Perkins, D.O.)
(Jon R. Thogmartin, M.D.)
(Milad Webb, M.D.)
(Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.)

District 11

Nicholas Barna, M.D.
Katherine Kenerson, M.D.
Tyler Murray, D.O.

Tiffany Sheganoski, D.O.
Garrett Smith, M.D.

Abigail Woltering, M.D.
Tuyet Tran, D.O.

(Michael D. Bell, M.D.)
(louri G. Boiko, M.D., Ph.D.)
(Manfred Borges, M.D.)
(Marcela Chiste, M.D.)
(Marta Coburn, M.D.)

(Erin Ely, M.D.)

(Gertrude M. Juste, M.D.)
(Rebecca MacDougall, M.D.)
(Mariana Voudouri, M.D.)
(Craig Mallak, M.D.)
(Catherine Miller, M.D.)
(Linda R. O'Neil, M.D.)
(Marlon S. Osbourne, M.D.)
(Stephen Robinson, M.D.)
(Stacey A. Simons, M.D.)
(Terrill Tops, M.D.)

(Lee Marie Tormos, M.D.)
(Anthony Vinson, D.O.)

District 12

Omar Ansari, M.D.

Wilson A. Broussard, M.D.
Phoutthasone Thirakul, M.D.
Suzanne R. Utley-Bobak, M.D.
(Leszek Chrostowski, M.D.)
(Stephen J. Nelson, M.D.)
(Robert R. Pfalzgraf, M.D.)
(Valerie J. Rao, M.D.)
(Megan Schwietert, M.D.)
(Wendolyn Sneed, M.D.)

District 13

Kelly G. Devers, M.D.

Ryan D. McCormick, M.D.
Ashley R. Perkins, D.O.

Noah D. Reilly, D.O.

(Leszek Chrostowski, M.D.)
(Thomas M. Coyne, M.D.)

(D. Fintan Garavan, M.D., Ph.D.)
(Stephen J. Nelson, M.D.)
(Phoutthasone Thirakul, M.D.)
(Vera V. Volnikh, M.D.)

(Sara H. Zydowicz, D.O.)

District 14

(Noel R. Agudo, M.D.)
(Michael D. Bell, M.D.)

(Susan S. Ignacio, M.D.)
(Katherine L. Kenerson, M.D.)
(Andrea N. Minyard, M.D.)
(Mark J. Shuman, M.D.)
(Phoutthasone Thirakul, M.D.)

District 15

Natalia Belova, M.D.
Marcela Chiste, M.D.

Eric A. Eason, M.D.

Marlon S. Osbourne, M.D.
Heidi Reinhard, M.D.
Terrill Tops, M.D.

Lee Marie Tormos, M.D.
Anthony Vinson, DO
(Michael Bell, M.D.)
(Nicholas Barna, M.D.)
(Kenneth D. Hutchins, M.D.)
(Alexis Jelinek, M.D.)
(Katherine L. Kenerson, M.D.)
(Benjamin Mathis, M.D.)
(Stacey A. Simons, M.D.)
(Tiffany Sheganoski, M.D.)
(Mark J. Shuman, M.D.)
(Michael Steckbauer, M.D.)
(Jon Thogmartin, M.D.)
(Tuyet Tran, M.D.)

District 16

(louri G. Boiko, M.D. Ph.D.)
(Marlon S. Osbourne, M.D.)
(Mark J. Shuman, M.D.)

District 17

louri G. Boiko, M.D., Ph.D.
Alexander Blank, M.D.
Yanel De Los Santos, M.D.
Erin Ely, M.D.

Alexis Jelinek, M.D.
Gertrude M. Juste, M.D.
Brandon M. Maveal, M.D.
Stephen Robinson, M.D.
(Joseph Barna, M.D.)
(Natalia Belova, M.D.)
(Marcela Chiste, M.D.)
(Benjamin Mathis, M.D.)
(Heidi L. Reinhard, M.D.)
(Tuyet Tran, D.O.)

District 18

John S. Daniel, M.D.
Matrina J. Schmidt, M.D.
(Patricia A. Aronica, M.D.)
(Raman Baldzizhar, M.D.)
(Barbara Bollinger, M.D.)
(Thomas M. Coyne, M.D.)
(Brandon Maveal, M.D.)
(Adrienne Sauder, M.D.)

District 19

Raman Baldzizhar, M.D.
Barbara Bollinger, M.D.
Stefanie J. Grewe, M.D.
Adrienne Sauder, M.D.
(Michael D. Bell, M.D.)
(Joseph M. Curran, M.D.)
(Marie H. Hansen, M.D.)
(Gertrude M. Juste, M.D.)
(Wendy A. Lavezzi, M.D.)
(Rebecca M. MacDougall, M.D.)
(Stephen J. Nelson, M.D.)
(Joshua D. Stephany, M.D.)
(Sajid S. Qaiser, M.D.)
(Mark J. Shuman, M.D.)
(Vera V. Volnikh, M.D.)
(Barbara C. Wolf, M.D.)
(Sara H. Zydowicz, D.O.)

District 20

Andrea N. Minyard, M.D.
(Michael D. Bell, M.D.)
(Rebecca A. Hamilton, M.D.)
(Emma O. Lew, M.D.)

District 21

Colin D. Appleford, D.O.

Noelia Alemar Hernandez, M.D.
Sarah C. Thomas, M.D.

(Wilson A. Broussard, Jr., M.D.)
(Emily R. Duncanson, M.D.)
(Katherine L. Kenerson, M.D.)
(Rachel A. Lange, M.D.)
(Wendy A. Lavezzi, M.D.)
(Shanedelle Norford, M.D.)
(Mark J. Shuman, M.D.)
(Phoutthasone Thirakul, M.D.)
(Sara H. Zydowicz, D.O.)

District 22

Omar Ansari, M.D.

Leszek Chrostowski, M.D.
Valerie J. Rao, M.D.

(Wilson A. Broussard, Jr., M.D.)
(Phoutthasone Thirakul, M.D.)
(Suzanne R. Utley-Bobak, M.D.)

District 23

lana Lesnikova, M.D.
(James W. Fulcher, M.D.)
(Ruth Kohlmeier, M.D.)
(Shanedelle Norford, M.D.)
(Robert Pfalzgraf, M.D.)

District 24
ME Services Provided by District 5

District 25
ME Services Provided by District 9

( ) indicates secondary appointment for cross coverage



MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION MEETING
Wyndham Grand Jupiter at Harbourside Place
122 Soundings Avenue
Jupiter, Florida 33477
May 12, 2026, 10:00 AM EST

Commission Chairman Barbara C. Wolf, M.D., called the meeting of the Medical Examiners Commission
to order at 10:00 AM. She advised those in the audience that the meetings of the Medical Examiners
Commission are open to the public and that members of the public will be allowed five minutes to speak.
She then welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Commission members and staff members to
introduce themselves.

Commission members present:

Barbara C. Wolf, M.D., Districts 5 & 24 Medical Examiner

Brian Fernandes, J.D., Chief Assistant Statewide Prosecutor, Office of the Attorney General
Kenneth T. Jones, State Registrar, Department of Health

Robin Giddens Sheppard, L.F.D., Funeral Director (via phone)

Joshua Stephany, M.D., Districts 9 & 25 Medical Examiner

Hon. Amira Fox, J.D., State Attorney, 20" Judicial Circuit

Commission staff present:

Ashley Bullard
Megan Neel

Natalie Bielby, J.D.
Ashley Williams
Brett Kirkland, Ph.D.

District Medical Examiners present:

Deanna Oleske, M.D. (District 1) Benjamin Mathis, M.D. (District 11)
Jon. R. Thogmartin, M.D. (District 6) Rebecca MacDougall, M.D. (District 17)
Sajid S. Qaiser, M.D. (District 18) Patrica Aronica, M.D. (District 19)

Catherine Miller, M.D. (District 15)

Other District personnel present:
Ralph Saccone (District 15)
Paul Petrino (District 15) Edward Bermundez (District 11)
Chrissy Nieten (District 1) Thomas Steinkamp (District 17)

Guests present:

Steve Outlaw (FDLE, Deputy Director) Patricia Darrigan (LDSF)
Heather Hensley (LWVI) Brittany Hill (LifeLink of Florida)
Blake Scott (Florida Department of Health)

A MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED, AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY FOR THE COMMISSION TO
APPROVE THE AGENDA.



MEC Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2026

Page 2
A MOTION WAS MADE, SECONDED, AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY FOR THE COMMISSION TO

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 17, 2026, MEDICAL EXAMINERS COMMISSION
MEETING.

ISSUE NUMBER 1: INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

o Status Report: MEC Appointments and Reappointments: MEC Staff Manager Ashley Bullard
informed the Commission that the MEC County Commissioner chair is still vacant. The MEC received
two county commissioner recommendations for the vacant MEC County Commissioner seat,
Commissioner Kathleen Peters from Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners and Michael
Kohler from Escambia County Board of County Commissioners. Ms. Bullard advised that FDLE will
send the recommendations to the Governor’s Appointments Office.

e Status Report: DME Appointment and Reappointments: Ms. Bullard informed the Commission that
two new district medical examiners have assumed duties. Dr. Webb assumed interim district 8
medical examiner’s duties in March 2026, and Dr. Mathis assumed the district 11 medical examiner’s
duties in fall of 2025. Ms. Bullard also informed the Commission that we are still awaiting
appointments and reappointments from the Governor’s Appointments Office.

o Status Report: AME Appointments: Ms. Bullard informed the Commission that in order to better
comply with Florida Statute and Florida Administrative Code the MEC has developed a new AME
form that can be found on the Medical Examiners Commission website. Ms. Bullard stated that the
form now requires District Medical Examiner’s signature since the Assistant Medical Examiners serve
at the District Medical Examiner’s pleasure.

e 2025 Interim Drugs in Deceased Persons Report: MEC Staff Megan Neel informed the Commission
that the interim drugs in deceased persons report has been completed. Ms. Neel advised that once
the report is approved, it will be published.

e 2025 Annual Drugs in Deceased Persons Report: Ms. Megan Neel informed the Commission that
that the drug data has been received and is currently being complied.

e 2025 Annual Workload Report: Ms. Megan Neel advised that the deadline for the 2025 Annual Drug
Report is May 31, 2026. Ms. Neel again advised if the districts have an issue, to reach out to her.

o 2024 Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grant Program Status Update: MEC Staff Ashley
Williams informed the Commission that all reimbursement requests have been received. Ms. Williams
advised the districts to contact her if reimbursements have not been received by districts.

e 2025 Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grant Program Status Update: Ms. Ashley
Williams informed the Commission that funds have not been released therefore asked districts to
withhold from making purchases until the BJA release funds. Ms. Williams also informed the
Commission that moving forward, the districts will be corresponding with FDLE’s grants department
directly and she will be a liaison.

o 2026 Legislative Update: FDLE Attorney Supervisor Natalie Bielby, J.D., informed the Commission
of bills of interest to the Commission and the medical examiner community.

o SB 188/HB 819- Medical Examiners’ Duties: The bill requires medical examiners to document
and report certain infant and child autopsy findings to a national registry, with penalties for
noncompliance. As of May 2026, both the senate bill and house bill died.
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o SB 524/HB849 - Department of Law Enforcement: The bill revises the appointment processes for
district medical examiners. As of May 2026, the bill died in returning messages. The Florida
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) plans to refile the MEC language for the 2027 Legislative
Session.

o SB 258/HB 21- Public Records/Medical: The bill created a new public records exemption
protecting the personal information of medical examiners and their families. As of May 2026, the
senate bill and the house bill died.

o SB 54/HB 1519-Use of Substances Affecting Cognitive Function: The bill would require additional
autopsy procedures and reporting for violent offenders while establishing new protocols for school
safety and law enforcement training related to psychotropic drugs and other intoxicating
substances. As of May 2026, the bills died.

o HB 309/SB 432- Controlled Substances: The bill creates new criminal offenses relating to xylazine
and exempts specified xylazine animal drug products from being classified as a Schedule |
controlled substance, as long as such products are not for human use. As of May 2026, the bill is
enrolled and awaiting the Governor’s review.

¢ Modification of 11G Update: Ms. Bullard informed the Commission the Florida Administrative Code
revisions that were previously discussed at the February 17, 2026, MEC meeting will not be moving
forward. The FDLE bill with the MEC language did not pass.

ISSUE NUMBER 2: REAPPOINTMENT NOMINATIONS FOR DISTRICT 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, AND
24, WITH ASSESSMENTS FOR DISTRICT 15 AND 17

The Commission reviewed the constituent surveys for the reappointments of district medical examiners
in District 16 (Monroe County), District 18 (Brevard County), District 19 (Indian River, Martin,
Okeechobee, and St. Lucie counties), District 20 (Collier County), District 21 (Glades, Hendry, and Lee
counties), District 22 (Charlotte County), District 23 (Flagler, Putnam, and St. Johns counties) and District
24 (Seminole County).

The Commission also reviewed the survey assessments for District 15 (Palm Beach County) and District
17 (Broward County). District 15 and District 17 are home rule districts.

With constituents overwhelmingly responding with approval for the district medical examiners in districts
18, 19, 20, 21, 23, and 24, the Commission held a vote for the districts up for reappointment. Dr. Wolf
recused herself from the vote for the District 24 medical examiner.

MRS. SHEPPARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE REAPPOINTMENTS OF THE INCUMBENT
MEDICAL EXAMINERS IN DISTRICTS 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, AND 24, MS. FOX SECONDED. THE
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY THAT THE REAPPOINTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS OF
DISTRICT 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, AND 24 MEDICAL EXAMINERS BE FORWARDED TO THE
GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS OFFICE.

ISSUE NUMBER 3: UNIDENTIFIED DECEASED INITIATIVE

Ms. Ashley Bullard reported the following success stories from District 17.

In June of 1975, a badly decomposed male was found wrapped in a sheet in a remote field in western
Broward County. The decedent was the victim of a homicide and all efforts to identify him failed and the
case went cold. In December of 2025, a cold case detective with the Broward County Sheriff's Office
located a set of fingerprints in their case file and submitted the fingerprints to the crime lab which resulted
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in a hit. A positive identification was made of an 18-year-old white male. The decedent was not reported
missing and next of kin notification is still pending.

In March of 2026, a special agent with the FBI in Montana reached out to the District 17 Medical
Examiner's Office to inquire about a missing person he was investigating. Their missing person was last
known to be alive in 2002, when he moved to the South Florida area. A photo and description of their
missing person was provided with a note that no DNA was available due to adoption. The medical
examiner staff started looking into unidentified cases with similar descriptions and found one case that
resembled the missing person. The FBI was able to locate fingerprints on an old arrest for their missing
person that was never uploaded into the biometric systems and upon comparison confirmed the identify
of the decedent. The next of kin was notified.

In June of 2022, an unidentified male was found deceased on a bus bench in Davie, Florida with no
identification. Fingerprints and DNA were entered into the databases with no hits. A sketch was released
to the media with no leads. In March of 2026, the District 17 Medical Examiner’s Office was reviewing
this case and inquired with the Davie Police Department if they had any new facial recognition programs
that may be able to assist in this case. The Davie Police Department was able to utilize a new program
that generated a lead into the possible identification of the decedent. With this new information,
fingerprints were able to be located and compared to the decedent and later matched as a positive
identification. The family was located and notified of the death. The decedent was unhoused, estranged
from his family, and not reported as a missing person.

ISSUE NUMBER 4: EMERGING DRUGS UPDATE

Bureau Chief Brett Kirkland, Ph.D., provided the Commission with an update on new drug trends on
behalf of Bruce Goldberger, Ph.D. The toxicology laboratory directors continue to meet bimonthly.
Participants of the meeting also include representatives from the FDLE MEC, Drug Enforcement
Administration, Florida Department of Health, Florida Fusion Center, and Florida High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Areas. The Directors met on April 6, 2026. Toxicology laboratory directors continue to report
significant decreases in the prevalence of NPS in decedents including novel benzodiazepines,
cathinones, illicitty manufactured fentanyl (IMF), fentanyl analogs, and nitazenes in decedents. The
decrease in the prevalence of fatal drug overdoses corresponds to the provisional counts for drug
overdose deaths based on a current flow of mortality data in the National Vital Statistics System. Cocaine,
fentanyl, and methamphetamine continue to be the predominate substances identified in decedents.
Laboratories are closely monitoring the shift of nitazenes to -orphine derivatives, but none have been
identified. Other substances of concern are 7-hydroxymitragynine (7-OH), mitragynine pseudoindoxyl
(MP), and dihydro-7-hydroxy mitragynine (MGM-15). 7-OH, MP, and MGM-15 are potent mitragynine
alkaloids with strong mu-opioid receptor agonist activity. NPS and other substances identified in
casework includes alpha-PiHPP (isoPV8), bromazolam, carfentanil, ketamine,
methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), methylfentanyl, N-butyl butylone, and N-sec-butyl butylone.
Adulterants identified in the quarterly crime laboratory drug report include BTMPS, medetomidine,
metamizole, and xylazine.

ISSUE NUMBER 5: OTHER BUSINESS

Dr. Benjamin Mathis, District 11 Medical Examiner informed the Commission of an initiative that the
District 11 Medical Examiner’s Office has taken on, identifying human remains. Dr. Mathis stated that
after the Surfside building collapse, the district 11 medical examiner’s office has been working with the
FBIl in hosting 2 to 3 workshops for Florida regional and southeastern states for fingerprinting of unknown
human remains. Dr. Mathis advised that the FBI liaison stated that medical examiners have an ORI with
the Z suffix that they can submit to the FBI through NGI's Unidentified Deceased Workflow which would
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be facilitated through FDLE after they have exhausted local and FDLE submissions. Dr. Mathis stated
that they are trying to move from taking fingerprints with ink to electronic fingerprints but have been
encountering issues with FDLE approving the request based on current Florida law. Dr. Mathis stated
that because the Florida statute doesn’t explicitly mention or include medical examiners in Florida Statute
as defined as part of criminal justice, FDLE would not allow access to law enforcement systems until a
Florida law change is implemented. Dr. Mathis indicated that the FBI sent out a memo to CJIS Systems
Officers (CSO) in all the states informing them that medical examiners and coroners may be permitted to
submit electronic fingerprints just for identification with the Z suffix to allow identification. Dr. Mathis just
wanted to put it on the MEC’s radar.

Dr. Benjamin Mathis, District 11 Medical Examiner also inquired with the Commission on Senate Bill 188.
Dr. Mathis advised that with the additional requirements with certain infant and child autopsies, and
documentation of vaccinations, it would be beneficial for medical examiners to have access to electronic
medical records. Dr. Mathis advised that some of the medical facilities have granted access but asked if
the Commission would have legislative influence to see about getting it written into law to mandate
medical facilities to provide electronic access to medical examiners. Dr. Catherine Miller, District 15
Medical Examiner advised that her office has been going to medical facilities on an individual basis and
gaining access to electronic records. Dr. Miller recommends contacting the medical facilities on individual
basis. Dr. Patricia Aronica, District 19 Medical Examiner advised that her office was able to get access
to medical facilities in her district by reaching out to the Department of Health. The Department of Health
helped coordinate with medical facilities. Dr. Wolf advised that the Medical Examiners Commission would
not have much influence and suggest that districts contact medical facilities on an individual basis.

With no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 10:25
A.M.





