RESISTANCE
EDUCATION

& %
.«*' °=
5 B
| 5|
Bl \ 3

FLORIDA D.A.R.E. TRAINING CENTER

Florida Department of Law Enforcement




Table of Contents

Letter from D.A.R.E. Coordinator

D.A.R.E. Program Overview

2018 D.A.R.E. Graduates

Making a Difference: Volunteers at Gracie’s Kitchen
2018 National D.A.R.E. Day Celebration

New Team Members

Agency Spotlight: Collier County Sheriff’s Office
Florida D.A.R.E. Program Statistics

2018 Calendar Year Expenditures

2018 D.A.R.E. Annual Report

Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 7
Page 8
Page 9
Page 1

Page 1

0

2

Page | 2



Letter from D.A.R.E Coordinator

On behalf of the Florida Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) Program, [ am pleased
to announce 2018 was another amazing year. We conducted two D.A.R.E. Officer Trainings
this year: the 82nd class hosted by the Nassau County Sheriff's Office and the 83rd class
hosted by the Martin County Sheriff’s Office. Below are some additional 2018 highlights for
the Florida D.A.R.E. program:

As in the previous year, Florida D.A.R.E. continued to connect with the community and
help families in need. The students of class 82, mentors, and training staff had a special
opportunity to visit a Nassau County family homeless shelter. The class volunteered to
help serve meals and teach a D.A.R.E. lesson to the children at that facility. This is one
reminder of how D.A.R.E. officers serve as an important link to the community, and we
will continue to incorporate this important community outreach effort in the future.

The Florida D.A.R.E. Training Center was instrumental in coordinating the 2018
International D.A.R.E. Conference held at the Rosen Centre in Orlando, and D.A.R.E.
America recognized us for our work during the conference.

This year also showed growth to the Florida D.A.R.E. Training Center with the addition
of two new D.A.R.E. mentors. Nassau County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Lisa McCumber
joined us with over 10 years of experience. Lake County Sheriff’s Office Sergeant Fred
Jones joined the Florida D.A.R.E. Training Center with over 20 years of experience, half
of that teaching D.A.R.E.

As we look forward to 2019, we are preparing for our next D.A.R.E Officer Training at the
Marion County Sheriff’s Office in July.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to providing D.A.R.E. training to Florida’s youth.
This is very much a team effort and you are to be commended for your exemplary efforts.

A

Inspector Jay Best
Florida D.A.R.E. Coordinator
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D.A.R.E. Program Overview

The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) has been actively involved in a
diversion and prevention program for drug abuse for juveniles. The FDLE selected the
D.A.R.E. program in 1988. It is a statewide program that is administered throughout
Florida’s schools.

The primary role and responsibility of FDLE in the D.A.R.E. program is to serve as the state
training center and program administrator. This administration includes preparation and
oversight of the budget, training and certification of officers and preparation of the Annual
D.A.R.E. Report. Additionally, the FDLE is responsible for ensuring compliance with
national standards, delivery of technical assistance, and providing statewide program
management.

The D.A.R.E. program was developed and implemented in California in 1983 through the
combined efforts of the Los Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles Unified School
District. The initial 17 week curriculum was designed to provide awareness and facts to
elementary school students with the intent that this knowledge would help them to resist
peer pressure to experiment with alcohol and other drugs. Gang and violence prevention
strategies were included in that curriculum to provide a more solid foundation for our
children.

Although it has undergone revisions over its 35 years, D.A.R.E. continues to be a law
enforcement officer-led series of classroom lessons that teach children from kindergarten
through high school how to make good decisions and wise choices. The curricula cover a
wide range of risks, including drug use, that children face daily and encourage them to lead
a positive lifestyle. Today, D.A.R.E. is in over 70 percent of school districts nationally, and
has been implemented in more than 50 countries.

2018 D.A.R.E. Annual Report Page | 4



2018 D.A.R.E. Graduates

D.A.R.E. Class #82
January 2018
Amelia Island, Florida

D.A.R.E. Class #83
June 2018
Martin County, Florida
L

2018 D.A.R.E. Annual Report



