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Private Property Rights vs. the Rights of Public Domain: A Study of the Conflicting 
Values when Private Property Rights are Abused by Hunters or Fishermen 
Ronald G. Walsingham

This research project examines traditions and cultures in Florida supporting the rights of private property 
ownership and the harvest of game or fish, whose ownership is common to all. The conflicts which arise 
from these deeply held values will be identified and discussed. This study presents the results of a 
questionnaire administered to wildlife law enforcement officers and interviews conducted with property 
owners and wildlife resource users throughout the state of Florida. This study will examine, from a 
current and historical perspective, the steps taken by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission to resolve this emotionally charged conflict.
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