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INTRODUCTION 
 
Florida responded to the horrific events on September 11, 2001, by examining and critically 
assessing our vulnerabilities to a terror attack. Under the State’s leadership, Florida produced 
the nation’s first comprehensive counter-terrorism strategy in October 2001. Florida’s Domestic 
Security Strategic Plan was developed in cooperation with state and local governments and key 
private sector partners to ensure a plan designed to integrate multi-agency needs, yet remain 
focused on one state and one mission. 
 
To support the Strategic Plan, Florida built an inclusive structure designed to encourage and 
facilitate multi-jurisdictional and multi-disciplinary participation at all levels of government.  
Today, Florida is much more secure from, and prepared for incidents, than ever before. This is 
due in large part, to our comprehensive plan, consensus-built funding strategy, inclusive 
structure, and critical partnerships formed and enhanced over the past several years. 
 
Today, the key elements of strategy, structure, and partnerships continue to serve Florida well. 
The Strategic Plan is dynamic and continues to be refined as experience is gained. These 
refinements extend to the goals, objectives and implementation steps, which will be reviewed on 
a three-year schedule to reflect current capabilities, status, measurement of performance and 
sustainment. The Strategic Plan is structured to focus activities on the primary requirements for 
a safer and more secure future for Florida. This structure aligns policy objectives under six 
goals: 
 

1.) PREPARE 
2.) PREVENT 
3.) PROTECT 
4.) MITIGATE 
5.) RESPOND 
6.) RECOVER 

A strategy is a planned, deliberate and comprehensive effort designed to achieve a specific set 
of goals. The purpose of this plan is to articulate an overall vision of preparedness for Florida 
and to identify specific goals and objectives that will enable a realization of that vision. 
 
Florida developed the Domestic Security Strategic Plan to provide a blueprint for 
comprehensive, enterprise-wide planning for domestic security efforts. In addition, the Strategic 
Plan provides guidance for the use of related federal, state, local, and private resources within 
the state before, during, and after events or incidents.  
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